
 

 

Student Scholarships Make a Difference  
Asante Africa Foundation scholarships make a 

difference for 7 children in primary school in 
Kenya, as well as 7 secondary school students 

and 23 orphans in nursery school in Tanzania. For 

an 11 year old Kenyan girl, the difference is in ful-

filling her dream of education to become a nurse 
instead of a planned marriage as the 6th wife of a 

65 year old man. Another student in Tanzania is 

able to keep his job as a storekeeper because he 

can read, write, and manage money. In Tanzania, 

3 young children earned extremely good grades 
but had accumulated debt for their school fees. 

Asante Africa Foundation helped pay their fees so 

they could continue to study.  

 
On our recent trip to Kenya, backpacks containing 

school supplies and other necessities were deliv-

ered to sponsored students. While all the items 

were appreciated, the biggest  amazement was 

the water bottle. The children also received photos 
and letters from their sponsors here in the US, 

which they carry with great pride and gratitude. 

Their hope shines through in their glistening eyes 

and beautiful smiles. In return, the students sent 

home letters to their sponsors describing how 
school was going and what they enjoyed most. 

Students loving their backpacks on the first day of  Term 2 

Our Vision  

Every child deserves an education, regardless 
of the latitude or longitude in which they are 

born. Every child deserves the opportunity to 

choose their future through education. Every 

child who has an education can make their own 
dreams become reality, help their families strug-

gle less and help their communities become 

more self sustaining through new ideas, knowl-

edge and perseverance.   

 

Our Mission  

In the African communities where we partner, 

Asante Africa Foundation supports educational 

programs at all levels that can help the local 
culture evolve for improved knowledge, health 

and overall wellness. 
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Excerpt from a child’s letter to her sponsor: 
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The walls of Jangwani Primary School now echo with the welcoming sound of music. The children have learned 
to play authentic African drums, donated by our friends at Into Africa Eco-Tourism.  The new instruments were 
added to guitars and recorders donated by music stores and teachers in Tracy, California, delivered to the school 
by Asante Africa Foundation last January.   

Jangwani students learned to play through hours of 
practice, fueled by creative desire and commitment. 
Soon they ventured into acquiring a conductor and  
drum corps leader, and adding singing and dancing so 
that everyone can express their creativity. Their energy 
now emanates from the instruments and their move-
ments, filling the air with synchronized joy. Music is an 
uplifting and soothing addition to days of hardship in this 
village.  

In September, we donated a piano keyboard to enhance 
the music program, and can’t wait to hear a perform-
ance during our visit in 2008!   

This was a simple, powerful, life-altering event. Water is 
now readily available to the students, the school kitchen, 
and parents in the village, easing the daily struggle and 
making a bit more room in the day for education.  

The success of this project has spread across many kilo-
meters by word of mouth, celebrating that it was actually 
completed! Asante Africa Foundation is definitely known 
in the village of Mto wa Mbu.  

Kwaheri and Asante sana,  
(Until we meet again, and thank you very much) 
 
Erna Grasz 

Founder and CEO 
Asante Africa Foundation 
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Music Softens the Edges of a Hard Life  

A big part of every child’s day, usually the girls, is 
spent fetching water for the family and the school, 
where it is used for daily needs such as preparing por-
ridge and watering the trees and plants. Something as 
simple as watering the plants has huge health im-
pacts, including keeping the dust down to reduce eye 
infections. With the closest water source for the village 
of Mto wa Mbu about 3 km (2 miles) away, time spent 
fetching water is precious time not spent in school.  

When we took on this water project in January, it had 
been attempted by others many times before and 
failed. We knew it would be a political challenge. The 
village council had control, and we needed their sup-
port to make it happen. Somehow, the forces were 
with us and in a matter of 6 days we hired 8 fathers 
from the village to use picks and hoes and brute 
strength to carve a trench for the pipes in the dry 
earth. We held meetings with every level of political 
leader, usually standing at the trench in deep conver-
sation. We were frustrated by vandals who clogged 
the pipes with plastic bags because...? By the end of 6 
days, water was flowing from 2 watering stations. 
Teachers, parents and especially the children were 
sooooo happy to not have to travel so far for water.  At 
one point there were dozens of buckets around the 
spigots waiting to be filled, with the children splashing 
around with excitement. 

Letter from the President  
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Joyful Sounds from Jangwani Primary School Students  

Celebrating the Gift of Water Piped to Kigongoni  S chool 

Water pipes reach Kigongoni Primary School 
after 15 years of trying…   



 

 

Focus for the Remainder of 2007   
     Goals for the remainder of 2007   
· By January’s school start date, fund more      

student scholarships to reach our 2008 target of 
40 children. Please contact us now to sponsor a 
student in time for the start of classes. 

· Continue to provide daily porridge to the nursery 
school age children at Migungani as well as 
sponsor the school fees of 23 nursery age     
orphans. 

· Provide badly needed textbooks for Secondary 
and  Primary Schools in preparation for 2008 
school year. 

Chief Ntutu believes that the next generation are our 
future. He wants the girls and boys in his region to have 
the same opportunities as other Kenyan children, while 
maintaining their tribal culture, and knows that it will be 
accomplished through education.  

During Chief Ntutu’s visit, he 
led a warrior training for the 
local kids. They donned their 
Maasai robes and learned to  
shoot arrows, make fire with 
wood the Chief brought from 
Kenya, and apply the red ochre 
“paint” face markings of the 
Maasai tribe, made from grind-
ing dust from rocks brought 
from Kenya.  

Maasai tribal chief Salaton Ole’ Ntutu, from Kenya, 
recently visited the United States and Asante Africa 
Foundation to share his stories, and warrior skills. He 
was here to share his message of education, and raise 
funds for the people of his village. Many of our spon-
sored students are from his region. 

Chief Ntutu is from the nomadic 
Maasai tribe, where he trained in 
age-old tradition to become a 
skilled warrior who can survive 
among wild animals in the harsh 
and challenging African Savannah. 
He spent seven years in the Afri-
can bush, from the age of 14, sur-
viving with only a blanket and a 
spear. He now trains young warri-
ors in the Maasai tradition.  

Maasai Chief and Asante Africa Partner Pays a Visit  

tured on our calendar 
cover.   

The calendar makes a 
great gift for your family, 
neighbors, office friends, 
teachers, and corporate 
holiday gifts, knowing that 
you’re giving twice as 
your contribution makes 
education a reality for the 
children of East Africa.  

 

Calendar ordering  
information online at  
������������	
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Asante Africa Calendar Features Local Villagers 
The 2008 Asante Africa Foundation calendar fea-
tures beautiful photographs of the people and 
sights of the communities we serve.  

The calendar includes inspirational quotes that serve 
as daily reminders of life’s joys, challenges, and the 
difference we can make through education. 

The photographs were taken by Erna, our Founder 
and CEO, who brought calendars to Africa in Septem-
ber for everyone featured in the photos. The mamas 
and the children were so grateful for such an amazing 
visual keepsake, a rarity in rural Africa.  They were 
mesmerized with the beauty of their children in the 
photos, whose joyful smiles are bringing smiles to 
people on the other side of the globe. Maasai warriors 
and the mamas who create the intricate beadwork 
also received calendars, along with the eight families 
of sponsored students from Ole Pariata village, fea-
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Warriors in Training with Chief Ntutu 

A Calendar “Star” 

Big goals are achieved through contributions of all  sizes. 
Here’s what US dollars can provide: 

· $8,000 builds a classroom 

· $500 sponsors a student’s tuition, room & board, uniforms, per-
sonal items and books to for a full year 

· $120 provides porridge for 1 month for 100+ kids 

· $90 builds 3 desks/beds/other furniture 

· $25 provides a child with 6 books  

Asante Africa Foundation is a volunteer-run organization that  
targets 90% of donations to go to programs in East Africa, with 
10% invested in our infrastructure to ensure sustainability. 



 

 

Please donate! Every penny counts.  

Two movie tickets buys uniforms for a child kept from school because they can’t afford them. One latte buys 
text books required to pass exams for admission to the next grade. Dinner at a nice restaurant feeds 100 
children for a month. Please consider skipping one of these things and donating the money to Asante Africa 
Foundation.  

Small signs of big changes through our work... 
· A boy’s father sells one of his bulls so that his son can 

go to secondary school. 

· Families learn from each other about the value of edu-
cation, and send their children to school despite vil-
lage leaders who try to prevent it.  

· A small dormitory we built at St. Mary’s sparks a chal-
lenge in the local community to build an even bigger 
dormitory—“If American outsiders can do it, we can do 
more to help our own children.” 

· A sponsored girl’s father, who once considered his 
animals more valuable than his daughter’s education, 
gives headmas-
ter Sister Mary 
a goat as a re-
tirement gift. 

Step by step we are 
helping the people 
of East Africa plant 
seeds of change 
that are beginning 
to grow. 

How You Can Help... 

Volunteer Spotlight  

Partnerships for a better life worldwide TM 
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Asante Africa Foundation is an all-volunteer organization, with many out-
standing contributors. We’d like you to meet one of our brightest stars,   
Rosemarie Thorne . 

Rosemarie has been with us from the very beginning, supporting every 
area of operations and every Board member. No assignment is too big 
or small—from major event logistics, to printing of nametags. If you’ve 
been to one of our events, you’ve been greeted by her shining smile at 
the registration table.  

A huge thank you to Rosemarie for her continued support and passion for  helping the children in East Africa. 

Rosemarie Thorne—Star Volunteer! 
With Chief Salaton Ole’ Ntutu  

· Donate online at asanteafrica.org or 
by mail to the general fund, supporting 
the highest priority need, or specify an 
amount for a specific purpose. 

· Donate In-Kind goods or services,  
such as airline mileage for Foundation 
volunteer staff to oversee projects and 
for African contacts to come to the US for 
training   

Volunteer... phone or email us for informa-
tion, or check out the ideas on our “How You 
Can Help” web page. 

Spread the word to generate donations ... 
host a presentation or party; forward the 
newsletter; expand the circle of awareness.   

Buy Calendars!  Make your holiday gifts 
really count this year by giving the 2008 As-
ante Africa Calendar to family, friends, teach-
ers, neighbors, business clients and associ-
ates. Order online at www.asanteafrica.org  

Make a year-end donation  as you plan for 
the 2007 tax year.  

Remember Asante Africa Foundation 
in your year-end giving! 


